
ARMA Northern Virginia Chapter 

Executive Board Meeting 

Wednesday, April 2nd, 2014 

5:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

Clyde’s of Tysons Corner, Vienna, VA 
 

Present 
Elizabeth Adkins 

Rebecca Conner 

George Darnell 

Steven Dibelius 

Carolyn Offutt 

Mary Rawlings-Milton 

Tim Shinkle 

 

Liz Icenogle –Associate Director of Government Affairs, ARMA International 

Vince Randazzo – Consultant for ARMA International, Government Affairs 

 

Absent 
Elisabeth Butler 

Jack Frost 

Charlie Herbek 

Justin Isaac 

John Krysa 

Suzanne Swenson 

Minutes 
Elizabeth Adkins called the meeting to order at 5:03 PM. 

President’s Report 

Elizabeth introduced our guests, Liz and Vince, who were at the meeting to discuss ARMA International’s 

efforts with government relations, and to ascertain our feedback regarding what we felt would be most 

valuable.  Liz stated that ARMA is looking to raise the organization’s profile as a leader in Information 

Governance.  This work could include a variety of programs, such as building out a grassroots program to 

solicit feedback from members on legislation, and to organize members to contact Congressmen 

regarding pending legislation.  For example, ARMA recently filed comments on changes to the Federal 

Rules of Civil Procedure, although they aimed to provide strictly professional advice and avoid a political 

position.  Liz noted that the Washington Policy Brief is ARMA’s most popular newsletter.  ARMA is also 

working to build a relationship with NARA, and wants to promote and advance the profession of records 

management.  



The board’s feedback included strong interest in advancing ARMA; it was noted that many government 

employees working in records management are unfamiliar with the organization or with the local 

chapters.  There was a strong interest in figuring out how to better reach out to those folks.  George 

noted that many government employees working in records management may see RM as more of a job 

than a profession or career, and therefore might be less interested in joining a professional organization 

like ARMA.  Elizabeth also noted that as a community, ARMA seems to be much less activist than similar 

organizations, like the Society of American Archivists, and might not be well-suited to grassroots 

organizing on political issues.  Steven raised that, while ARMA members are certainly interested in what 

pending legislation might impact their work, it didn’t seem like there were many issues that merited 

taking a stand one way or the other regarding records management and information governance. 

The next topic was the Digital Government Institute conference happening the next day.  Rebecca, 

Carolyn, and Tim would all be attending, although Rebecca with a client and Tim with Gimmal.  Liz from 

ARMA will also be there.  Carolyn will be running a table for ARMA NOVA. 

Secretary’s Report 

Steven noted that he had posted minutes online from a few previous meetings and calls.  Steven will 

reach out to John to see what minutes he might have for December and March meetings.  Steven will 

also send out via e-mail a list of all minutes requiring approval from board members. 

Chairman’s Report 

Carolyn reviewed what positions needed to be filled in the upcoming election.  It was determined that, 

because some vacancies are occurring in the middle of two-year terms, some can be filled via 

appointment rather than election.  Those positions which are up for election include President, Vice 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Membership Director.  Possible candidates for open positions were 

discussed. 

Next Carolyn reviewed the McLean Shred Day event that ARMA NOVA is sponsoring, which will be 

Saturday, April 12th, from 9 AM to 1 PM.  ARMA NOVA will have a table staffed by Carolyn at the event, 

and the chapter is contributing $600 to the Old Firehouse Teen Council, who runs the event. 

Lastly, Carolyn noted that the latest draft of the strategic plan had been sent out via e-mail earlier in the 

day, and that all board members should review the draft. 

Newsletter 

It was discussed that no newsletter has been published so far this chapter year, and that we should at 

least put together something that summarizes what has been done this year.  This may be a newsletter, 

or it may be conducted via some other means.  Perhaps a collection of the President’s Announcements 

would suffice.  It was noted that the newsletter has been a valuable tool in the chapter’s archive, and we 

risk losing our history without it. 

Seminar 

Mary noted that, with all sponsorships and final bills tallied, the chapter made a profit on the seminar. 



Review of Action Items 

Elizabeth will find contact information for Training Futures to forward to George Darnell, who will then 

reach out to determine what kind of presentation Training Futures would like to have.  Steven Dibelius 

needs to determine a method for conducting the upcoming election.  All other action items were 

covered during the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM. 


